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Synopsis

Praise for the first edition: With deft prose and engaging anecdotes, Mr. Orenstein takes us skillfully
through a vast amount of information....[his] treatment is nothing short of masterly. --Science Books
and Films Abounds with excellent color photographs. Recommended for all public and academic
libraries. -- Library Journal The remarkable adaptations of turtles, tortoises and terrapins have
helped them survive for over 200 million years. They are the most wide-ranging of reptiles, found in
deserts, forests and the open ocean. But they are also among the world’s most endangered
animals. They face the multiple threats of habitat destruction, poaching, overhunting (for food and
traditional medicines), deadly tangles with fishing lines and capture for the international pet trade.
Around the world, turtle populations are under attack on land and sea. Many species are close to
extinction and efforts are underway to save them. It is among the main goals of this book to foster
awareness about these unique and threatened creatures. In this new edition, zoologist Ronald
Orenstein describes the astonishing ways that turtles cope with their environment. He updates
readers on the latest discoveries and explores the debate on origins of the turtle. Every aspect of
their evolution, life history and conservation status is presented in 250 photographs and lively text
supplemented with numerous maps and a bibliography. The battle to save turtles goes on. Turtles,
Tortoises and Terrapins is fascinating, informative and essential for anyone interested in these

amazing creatures and concerned about their precarious future.
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Customer Reviews



"Turtles, Tortoises, and Terrapins" by Ronald Orenstein This is surely one of the most - if not THE
most - authoritative and thorough work on the natural history of turtles, tortoises and terrapins
available anywhere. While it is on the order of a major reference work, the author has made it very
readable for amateur wildlife aficionados as well as for serious students and professionals. It is also
abundantly graced with very, very nice photos that actually support the text in addition to presenting
the beauty inherent in Nature, even the nature of the humble turtles we generally pay scant attention

to.

Very informative reference book & easy to understand. Highly recommend this book for anyone that

cares about their tortoise proper care.

If you like turtles this is an awesome book. It's well written, interesting and covers turtle evolution,

their history with man and all the different breeds. Plenty of pictures and charts.

Fantastic review of turtle biology and ecology with examples given from all over the world.
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